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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Objections 

1 . Claims 35-38 and 4 1 arc objected to because of the following informalities: The 
dependency of the claim is stated at the end of the claim paragraph. The dependency should be 
stated at the beginning. For example. Claim 35 should start by saying "A base station in a 
mobile communication system as hi claim 1, wherein..," Claims 36-38 and 41 should be 
corrected, similarly. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

2. The fol lowing is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form 
the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patera unless (e) dac invention was described in ( I ) an application for patent. 
[ t i st il luiusuWi ! (h j <in< K ill i dniv x <>u la u ailiMb. Ik ipp iu ) ioi 

\> l I it OS (_; .1 J)l\ i _ lUfi I ^ , 1 11 d ^ K ^ il \ I :1a' I t Vl L K tua the 

i i u on 1 d _ -I i I ^ ^ i i ii ii d it Ik 0 (kli it ^ i 

section 35 i (a) bbal] ha.vi die ebeeK da p:tipi;v.;, ;.i dii., ^:h.y.:cb>>n oldai applvaron died ii: the Untied Si ales 
i ii il ih I I ) c ^ v i i ) i l M i i il - i i i h 

iaja !:■ li.a ■ : ..; i : J; i ait^laiOc 

3. Claims 1-9, 11-17, 19-32 and 34-43 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being 
anticipated by Yoshimura (US Patent No, 6,754,494). 

Regarding claim 1. Yoslii.rn.ura teaches a method for controlling a plurality of base 
stations in a mobile communication system comprising a communication terminal, 
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said plurality of base stations and a control unit connected to said plurality of base stations, the 
communication terminal being in communication with said plurality of base stations during a 
soft handover, the method comprising the steps of: for each base station of said plurality of base 
,nni< uacu istk >eiween bd communication 

terminal and the respective base station, determine the base station having the best uplink 
channel quality characteristic, selecting the determined base station as the serving base station, 
and controlling some oi ; s m her than the serving base station not to forward data 

packets received from, said communication terminal to said control unit during the soft handover 
(A "handover deleting operation'* is the method of controlling the base stations not to 
forward the data packets, where the control unit 211 of Figure 2 is the control unit to which 
data packet information gets forwarded through frame error rate (FEE.) information, and 
signal-to-interference power (SIR) ratio is also a quality channel characteristic that gets 
evaluated to determine appropriate base station during handover, Column 1, lines 24-29, 
Column 2, lines 24-32 and Column 5, lines 59-62). 

Regarding claim 2, Yoshimura teaches the method according to claim I , further 
comprising the steps of: receiving a data packet from said communication terminal at said 
plurality of base stations, checking data integrity of said received data packet at each, of said 
plurality of base stations, and if data integrity of said received data packet was confirmed by a 
base station controlled to forward said received data packet to said control unit, transmitting said 
received data packet and/or a control packet from the respective base station to said control unit, 
wherein the control packet acknowledges the correct reception of said data packet (A "handover 
adding process" includes a radio link controller, 303 of Figure 3A, that is part of the 
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control unit and makes a decision as to the resjilt of the selection of a "candidate" base 
station for a particular mobile station. If the result is successful, a matching-oriented table 
Ui is updated so that the candidate base station now becomes the official base station 
assigned to the mobile station, and FER information continues to be received by the control 
unit, Column 10, fines 61-67, Column 11, lines 1-2 and 18-22 and Column 7, lines 22-29). 

Regarding claim 3, Yoshimura teaches the method according to claim 1, further 
comprising the step of: if data integrity of said received data packet was not acknowledged by a 
base station, transmitting a notification from the respective base station to said control unit, 
wherein the notification indicates thai data integrity of said received da ta pa cket was not 
acknowledged by said respective base station (The handover deleting process includes a radio 
link controller, 303 of Figure 3A, that is part of the control unit and makes a decision as to 
the result of the selection of a "candidate" base station for a particular mobile station. If 
the result is a failure, a matching-oriented table Ui is updated so that the candidate base 
station may not become the official base station assigned to the mobile station, and FER 
information continues to be received by the control unit. Column 10, lines 61-67, Column 
11, lines 1-2 and 14-18 and Column 7, lines 22-29). 

Regarding claim 4, Yoshimura teaches the method according to claim 1 , further 

comprising the step of: if data integrity of said received data packet was not acknowledged by 
said serving base station, transmitting a. notification from said serving base station to said control 
unit, wherein the notification indicates that data integrity of said received data, packet was not 
acknowledged by said serving base station (The handover deleting process includes a radio 
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link controller, 303 of Figure 3A, that is part of the control unit and makes a decision as to 
the result of the selection of a "candidate" base station for a particular mobile station. if 
the result is a failure, and the candidate base station has already been retried the maximum 
number of times, a matching-oriented table Us is updated so that the candidate base station 
may not become the official base station assigned to the mobile station, and FER 
information continues to be received by the control unit, Column 10, lines 61-67, Column 
11, lines 1-2, 8-11 and 14-18 and Column 7, lines 22-29). 

Regarding claim 5, Yoshimura teaches the method according to claim 4, further 
comprising 

station, said control unit transmitting a status request relating to said received data packet from 
the other base stations than that selected base station, and receiving status reports relating to said 
received data packet from said other base stations, wherein said status report indicates whether 
data integrity of said data packet was confirmed at the 

respective base station or comprises said received data packet (The control unit requests FER 
information. The matching table is used in a matching process that evaluates the FERS's 
of candidate and other base stations when changes in FER's occur through a learning part 
unit, Column 11, lines 14-18 and 32-40, Column 7, Sines 31-36 and 46-55 and Figure 17), 

Regarding claim 6, Yoshimura teaches the method according to claim 3, wherein said 
notification and said status report are transmitted to the control unit in. at least, one frame protocol 
control frame or by radio network signaling messages over a wired interface (The control unit 
receives control signals regarding FER information through a control signal analyzer, 
Column 7, lines 22-23). 
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Regarding claim 7, Yoshiraura teaches the method according to claim 1, wherein said 
step of selecting the serving base station is executed by said control unit (Control unit 211 of 
Figure 2 includes the Handover Base Station Selector 302 of Figure 3A). 

Regarding claim 8, Yosliimura teaches the method according to claim 1, wherein said 
selection of the serving base station is periodically triggered by a configurable timer (Steps 804- 
806 in figure 8 define the handover adding process being triggered by a timer). 

Regarding claim 9, Yoshimura teaches the method according to claim 8, wherein said 
timer value is signaled to said serving base station within a radio link addition function or a 
combined radio link addition and removal function (The base station selector 302 of Figure 3A 
is connected to a Radio Link Controller 303, where both are part of the control unit, the 
base station selector determines a time variable during which a base station is to be 
selected, and an addition takes place at step 807 to determine if a threshold has been met, 
Column IS, lines 46-49 and Figure 

8). 

Regarding claim 3 1 , Yoshimura teaches the method according to claim 1, wherein the 
step of evaluating an uplink channel quality characterise comprises averaging parameters 
indicating the uplink channel quality over a configurable time interval (Taking a weighted 
average is part of the handover adding process, and these values are taken from time t~n to 
time t when FER is used as the uplink channel quality characteristic, steps 413-414 in 
Figure 4 and Column 18, lines 8-i 1), 

Regarding claim. 1 2, Y oshimura teaches the method according to claim 11, wherein said 
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time interval is configured by at least one signaling message of a radio resource control protocol 
or at least one system specific control plane protocol message (Column 2, lines 41-46). 

Regarding claim 13, Yoshimura reaches the method according to claim 1 L wherein said 
time interval is selected taking into account the velocity in a movement of said communication 
terminal, the signaling delay between said control, unit and a base station, and the signaling delay 
between different control units in the mobile communication system (The handover operation 
may occur while the mobile terminal Is moving, and the method reduces delays in 
processing times throughout the system by using time-sequential signal quality 
characteristics, Column 2, Sines 19-32). 

Regarding claim 14, Yoshimura teaches the method according to claim 1, 

wherein said control unit transmits a selection command to the new serving base station upon 
selection (The control unit, selects the best base station during the handover process among 
several potential base stations, informing the selected base station that It has been selected 
as the optimum base station by updating the reference table Ui so that it can more easily be 
selected than the other base stations, Column 3, Sines 61-65, Column 5, lines 13-17 and 
Column 11, lines 19-22). 

Regarding claim 15, Yoshimura teaches the method according to claim 14, wherein said 
cont« u'f ft v an n;it,- he ecfioi eomm * 1 tot ire* ous 
serving base station (The control unit selects the best base station during the handover 
process among several potential base stations, informing the non-optimal base station, in 
this case being the previous serving base station that it has not been selected as the 
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optimum base station by updating the reference tabic Ui so that It cannot be selected over 
the optimal base station. Column 3, lines 61-65, Column 5, lines 13-17 and Column 11, lines 
24-28). 

Regarding claim 16, the method according to claim 14, wherein the selection command 
indicates an activation time at which the new serving base station, should start forwarding the 
successful received data packets, control packets or notifications to said control unit and at which 
the previous serving base station should stop forwarding the successfully received data packets, 
control packets or notifications to said control unit (The optimal base station knows at the 
time the table Ui is updated to start forwarding successful received data packets, and the 
previous base station knows at the time the table Ui is updated to stop forwarding 
successful received data packets Column 11, lines 19-22 and 24-28). 

Regarding claim 1 7, the method according to claim 1 6, wherein the previous serving base 
station and said control unit negotiate said activation time by exchanging control messages (The 
control unit updates the UI table so the appropriate signals can be sent to the previous 
serving base station so it does not connect, Column 11, lines 24-28). 

Regarding claim I'd Yoshimura teaches a method for controlling a plurality of base- 
stations in a mobile communication system comprising a communication terminal, said plurality 
of base stat i- -us m<ij;_,tO^ c. int..n_oun^'onnu -.. ; fo m^hd. communication network to a fixed 
communication network, the communication terminal being in communication with said 
plurality of base stations during a soft handover, the method comprising the steps of: for each 
base station of said plurality of base stations, evaluating an uplink channel quality characteristic 
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between .said communication terminal and the respective base station, determining the base 
station having the best uplink channel quality characteristic, selecting the determined base station 
as the serving base station, and controlling some or all base stations other than the serving base 
station not to forward data packets received from, said communication terminal to said gateway 
unit during the soft handover (A "handover deleting operation" Is the method of controlling 
the base stations not to forward the data packets, where the control unit 211 of Figure 2 is 
the control unit to which data packet information gels forwarded through frame error rate 
(FEE) information, signal-to-interference power (SIR) ratio Is also a quality channel 
characteristic that gets evaluated to determine appropriate base station during handover, 
and the Base Station Control Device of Figure 2 that contains the control unit 211 serves as 
the gateway through which optimum signals must pass before approving base stations as 
optimum ones for specific mobile stations, Column 1, lines 24-29, Column 2, lines 24-32 and 
Column 5, lines 59-62). 

Regarding claim 20. Yoshimura teaches the method according to claim 19, further 
comprising the steps of: receiving a data packet from said communication terminal at said 
plurality of base stations, checking data integrity of said received data packet at each of said 
plurality of base stations, and if data integrity of said received data, packet was confirmed by a 
base station controlled to forward said received data packet to said, gateway, transmitting said 
received data packet from the respective 

base station to said gateway (A "handover adding process" includes a radio link controller, 
303 of Figure 3A, that is part, of the control unit and makes a decision as to the result of the 
selection of a "candidate" base station for a particular mobile station. If the result is 
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successful, a usatchlng-oriented table Ui is updated so thai the candidate base station now 
becomes the official base station assigned to the mobile station, and FER information 
continues to toe received by the control unit, Column 10, lines 61-67, Column 11, lines 1-2 
and 18-22 and Column 7, lines 22-29). 

Regarding claim 21, he method according to claim 19, further comprising the steps of: if 
data integrity of said received data packet was not acknowledged by said serving base station, 
transmitting from said serving base station a status request relating to said received data packet 
to the other base stations than said serving base station, and receiving status reports relating to 
said received data packet from said other base stations, wherein said status report indicates 
whether data integrity of said data packet was confirmed at the respective base station or 
comprises said received data packet (The control unit requests FER information. The 
matching table is used in a matching process that evaluates the FERS's of candidate and 
other base stations when changes in FER's occur through a learning part unit. Column 11, 
lines 14-18 and 32-40, Column 7, Hues 31-36 and 46-55 and Figure 17). 

Regarding claim 22, Yoshimura teaches the method according to claim 19, wherein said 
notification and said status report arc transmitted to said serving base station in at least one frame 
protocol control frame or by radio network .signaling messages over a wired interface (The 
control unit receives control signals regarding FER information through a control signal 
analyzer, Column 7, lines 22-23). 

Regarding claim 23, Yoshimura teaches the method according to claiml9, wherein said 
step of selecting the serving base station i s executed by the current serving base station (Control 
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unit 111 of Figure 2 includes the Handover Base Statics? Selector 302 of Figure 3A that Is 
connected to the current serving base station). 

Regarding claim 24, Yoshimura teaches the method according to claim 1, 

wherein said uplink channel quality characteristic Is determined based on at least one of a path 
loss for an uplink channel between said communication terminal and the respective base station, 
closed loop power control commands transmitted by a base station to said communication 
tOT.tiin.al and uplink interference (Column 2, lines 25-33). 

Regarding claim 25, Yoshimura teaches the method according to claim 1, wherein said 
selection of the serving base station is independent from uplink data channel air interface 
transmission (The method takes into account air inter ference from other transmissions. 
Column 2, Sines 25-33). 

Regarding claim 26, Yoshimura teaches the method according to claim 
19, wherein said selection of the serving base station is periodically triggered by a configurable 
timer (Steps 804-806 in Figure 8 define the handover adding process being triggered by a 
timer). 

Regarding claim 27, Yoshimura teaches the method according to claim 19, 
Hbefem t !e o f oi n i • i ol i . m 1 mi ■„ hmac; iMk t n rp ises averaging 
parameters indicating the uplink channel quality over a configurable time interval (Taking a 
weighted average is part of the handover adding process, and these values are taken from 
time t~n to time t when FER is used as the uplink channel quality characteristic, steps 413- 
414 in Figure 4 and Column 18, Sines 8-11), 
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Regarding claim 28, Yoshiraura teaches the method according to claim 27, wherein said 
time interval is configured by radio resource control signaling or another system specific control 
plane protocol (Column 2, lines 41-46). 

Regarding claim 29, Yoshimura teaches the method according to claim 27, 
wherein said time interval is selected taking into account the velocity in a movement of said 
( ! ! i Ml it least two base stations of said 

plurality of base stations (The handover operation may occur while the mobile terminal is 
moving, and the method reduces delays in processing times throughout the system by using 
time-sequential signal quality characteristics, Column 2, lines 19-32), 

Regarding claim 30, Yoshimura teaches the method according to claim! 9,-wherein the 
current serving base station transmits a selection command to the new serving base station upon 
selection (The control unit selects the best base station during the handover process among 
several potential base stations, informing the selected base station that it has been selected 
as the optimum base station by updating the reference table Ui so that it can more easily be 
selected than the other base stations, Column 3, lines 61-65, Column 5, lines 13-17 and 
Column 11, lines 19-22). 

Regarding claim 3 1 , Yoshimura teaches the method according to claim 30. wherein the 
selection command indicates an activation time at which the new serving base station should 
start forwarding the successfully received data packets to a gateway interconnecting the mobile 
communication network to a fixed communication network, and at which the previous serving 
base station shot! Id stop forwarding the successfully received data packets to the gateway (The 
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optimal base station knows at the time the table III Is updated to start forwarding 
successful received date packets, and the previous base station knows at the time the table 
Ui is updated to stop forwarding successful received data packets Column 11, lines 19-22 
and 24-28). 

Regarding claim 32, Yoshimura teaches the method according to claim 15, wherein the 
previous or current serving base station and the new serving base station continue their serving 
base station functionality in parallel for a predetermined time- 
period (The about to be connected base station and the current base station and other 
potential base stations are connected at the same time while the decision is made during the 
handover, Column 3, lines 61-65 and steps 804-806 in Figure 8 define the handover adding 
process being triggered by a timer. 

Regarding claim 34, Yoshimura teaches the method according to claim 1, wherein the 
received data packet is transmitted in at least one frame protocol data frame and the control 
packet and/or the notification is transmitted in at least one frame protocol control frame (The 
control unit receives control signals regarding FER information through a control signal 
analyzer, Column 7, lines 22-23). 

Regarding claim. 35, Yoshimura teaches a base station in a mobile communication system 
according to claim 1, wherein a communication terminal is in communication with a plurality of 
base stations during a soft handover, wherein said base station comprises means for 
implementing the method (Colnmn 3, lines 60-65, Column 5, lines 59-62), 

Regarding claim 36, Yoshimura teaches control unit in a mobile communication system 
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according to claim 1, comprising a communication terminal, a plurality of base stations and said 
control unit connected to said plurality of base stations, the communication terminal being in 
communication with said plurality of base stations during a soft handover (Column 3, lines 60- 
65, Column 5, lines 59-62) 

Regarding claim 37, Yoshimura teaches a method for signaling uplink quality 
characteristics from a communication terminal to a control unit in a mobile communication 
system according to claim 1 , comprising the communication terminal a plurality of base stations 
and the control unit connected to said plurality of base stations, said communication terminal 
being in communication with said plurality of base stations during a soft handover (Column 3, 
lines 60-65, Column 5, lines 59-62). 

Regarding claim 38, Yoshimura teaches a method for signaling uplink channel 
quality characteristics from a communication terminal to a base station in a mobile 
communication system according to claim 19, comprising the communication terminal and a 
plurality of base stations, said communication terminal being in communication with said 
plurality of base stations during a soft handover (Column 3, lines 60-65, Column 5, lines 59- 
62), 

Regarding claim 39, Yoshimura teaches the method according to claim 37, wherein said 
method comprises the steps of: receiving power control commands from said plurality of base 
stations, for each base station of said plurality of base stations, the 

communication terminal determining a channel quality characteristic related to each base station 
based on the power control commands received from the respective base station, and transmitting 
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said determined channel quality characteristics to said control unit via a base station, wherein 
said determined channel quality characteristics are considered by said control unit or said serving 
base station to select a serving base station (Column 2, lines 23-33, Column 4, lines 9-14 and 
24-29 and Figure 10). 

Regarding claim. 40, Y oshimura teaches the method according to claim 39, wherein 
determining said channel quality characteristic for each base station 
comprises combining said power commands received from the respective 
base station over a configurable time period (Sieps 804-806 in Figure 8 define the handover 
adding process being triggered by a timer). 

Regarding claim 4 1 , Yoshimura teaches a communication terminal in a mobile 
communication system according to claim 37, comprising the communication terminal, a 
plurality of base stations and a control, unit connected to said plurality of base stations, the 
communication terminal being in communication with said plurality of base stations during a 
soft handover (Column 3, lines 60-65, Column 5, lines 59-62). 

Regarding claim 42, Yoshimura teaches a mobile communication system comprising a 
communication, terminal according to claim 41, a plurality of base 
stations and at least one control unit connected to said plurality of base stations, the 
communication terminal being in communication with said plurality of base stations during a 
soft handover, said plurality of base stations comprising at least one base 
station which comprises a section that implements a method comprising the steps of: for each 
base station of said plurality of base stations, evaluating an uplink channel quality 



Application/Control Number: 10/567,607 Page 16 

Art Unit: 2617 

characteristic 1 tweeo said communication terminal and the respective base station, determining 
the base station having the best uplink channel quality characteristic, selecting the determined 
base station as the serving base station, and controlling some or all base stations other than the 
serving base station not. to forward data packets 

received from said communication tormina! to said control unit daring the v>u handover (A 
"handover deleting operation" is the method of controlling the base stations not to forward 
the data packets, where the control unit 111 of Figure 2 is the control unit to which data 
packet information gets forwarded through frame error rate (FER) information, and 
sigmal-to-lnterfereance power (SIR) ratio is also a quality channel characteristic that gets 
evaluated to determine appropriate base station during handover, Column 1, Lines 24-29, 
Column 2, lines 24-32 and Column 5, lines 59-62). 

Regarding claim 43, Yoshimura teaches a mobile communication system comprising a 
communication terminal according to claim 41 and a plurality of base 

stations, the communication terminal being in communication with said plurality of base stations 
during a soft handover, said plurality of base stations comprising at least one base station which 
comprises a section that implements a method comprising the 

steps of: for each base station of said plurality of base stations, evaluating an uplink channel 
quality characteristic between said communication terminal and the respective ba.se station, 
determining the base station having the best uplink channel quality characteristic, selecting the 
determined base station as she serving base station, and controlling some or all base stations 
other than the serving base station not to forward data packets received from said communication 
terminal to said control unit during the soft handover (A "handover deleting operation" is the 
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method of controlling the base stations not to forward the data packets, where the control 
unit 211 of Figure 2 is the control unit to which data packet information gets forwarded 
through frame error rate (FER) information, and signal-to-interference power (SIR) ratio 
is also a quality channel characteristic that gets evaluated to determine appropriate base 
station during handover, Column 1, lines 24-29, Column 2, lines 24-32 and Colnmn 5, Sines 
59-62). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §103 

4. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 

obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in w hich the invention w as made. 

This application currently names joint inventors. In considering patentability of the 
claims under 35 U.S.C. 103(a), the examiner presumes that the subject matter of the various 
claims was commonly owned at the time any inventions covered therein were made absent any 
evidence to the contrary. Applicant is advised of the obligation under 37 CFR 1 .56 to point out 
the inventor and invention dates of each claim that was not commonly owned at the time a later 
invention was made in order for the examiner to consider the applicability of 35 U.S.C. 103(c) 
and potential 35 U.S.C. 102(e), (f) or (g) prior art under 35 U.S.C. 103(a). 

5. The factual inquiries set forth in Graham v. John Deere Co., 383 U.S. 1, 148 USPQ 459 
(1966), that are applied for establishing a background for determining obviousness under 35 
U.S.C. 103(a) are summarized as follows: 

1 . Determining the scope and contents of the prior art. 
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2. Ascertaining the differences between the prior art and the claims at issue. 

3. Resolving the level of ordinary skill in the pertinent art. 

4. Considering objective evidence present in the application indicating obviousness 
or nonobviousness. 

6. Claims 10, 18 and 33 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Yoshimura, in view of Johansson, et al (US PG Publication 2002/0072370). From now on, 
Johansson, et al, will be referred to as Johansson. 

Regarding claim 10, Yoshimura teaches the method according to claim 8. Yoshimura 
does not teach said tinier value is signaled to said serving base station in an information element 
of an NBAP or RNSAP radio link setup request message. Johansson teaches base station 
selection method during soft handover that includes a timer value that is signaled to said serving 
base station in an information element of an NBAP or RNSAP radio link setup request message 
(Paragraph 36, lines 1-3 and Paragraph 47). it would have been obvious to one of ordinary 
skill in the art at the time of the invention to modify the invention of Yoshimura to incorporate a 
timer value in an information element of an NBAP radio link setup request message for the 
benefit of increased efficiency. 

Regarding claim 1 8, Y oshimura teaches the method according to claim 17. Yoshimura 
fail c c roi message is tc of a radio link reconfiguration message, an activation 
rim negotiation s quest roes • igc. and an activation time ronHrm stion roe,- a r of NBAP or 
RNSAP protocols. Johansson teaches control message is one of a radio link reconfiguration 
message, an activation time negotiation request message, and an activation time confi rmation 
message of NBAP protocols (Paragraph 36, lines 1-3 and Paragraph 47). it would have been 
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ob vio us to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention to modify the inv ention of 
Yoshimura to incorporate a timer value in an information element of an NBAP radio link setup 
request message for the benefit of increased efficiency. 

Regarding claim 33, Yoshimura teaches the method according to claim 14. Yoshimura 
fails to reach the selection command is transmitted in an information element of NBAP or 
R.NSAP message. Johansson teaches the selection command is transmitted in an information 
element of NBAP or RNSAP message. It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in 
the art at the time of the invention to modify the invention of Yoshimura to incorporate a. timer 
value in an information element of an NBAP radio li nk, setup req uest message for the benefi t of 
increased efficiency. 

Conclusion 

7. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to applicant's 
disclosure. 

US PG Publication 2003/0007470 refers to a method and apparatus for time-aligning 
transmission from multiple base stations in a cdma communications system. 

US PG Publication 2002/0006805 refers to a method and apparatus for performing idle 
mode reacquisition and handoff in an asynchronous communication system. 

US Patent No. 6,801,512 refers to a method and apparatus for providing a distributed 
architecture digital wireless communication system. 

US Patent No. 5,867,791 refers to an uplink macro diversity method and apparatus in a 
digital mobile radio communication system. 
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8. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to FRANK DONADO whose telephone number is (571) 270-5361. 
The examiner can normally be reached on Monday- Thursday, 8 am-5 pm and at the same time 
on alternate Fridays, EST. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Rafael Perez-Gutierrez can be reached on 571-272-7915. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-270-6361. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would 
like assistance from a USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated 
information system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-273-8300. 

/Frank Donado/ 
Art Unit 2617 



/Rafael Perez-Gutierrez/ 

Supervisory Patent Examiner, Art Unit 2617 



